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                    Regular Scheduled Activities  
 
  Sunday 

     8:00     United Methodist Men’s Breakfast/Devotion (bi-monthly) 
     9:45     Sunday School  
   11:00     Worship 
     2:00     Council Meeting (2nd wk) 

 
  Monday 
                  United Methodist Women Circle Meetings (1st wk) 
   10:00      Mission Keepers Circle 
     6:30      Hope Givers Circle 
     6:00      Girl Scouts 
 
  Tuesday   

    7:00       Bible Study with Pastor Keith  
  12:30       Young & Lively Luncheon (3rd wk) 
 
  Wednesday 

     6:00      Hand Bells Rehearsal 
     7:00      Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
 

    June 

     2019 

 

 

 
 

 

June 
2019 

 

“Blessed is the father 
who shares his heart, 

lives his faith,  
gives his time, and  
loves his family.” 

Proverbs 20:7 
 

Happy  
Father’s Day! 
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Covenant Connection 
    COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,  GASTONIA NC  

We are less than a month away from the beginning of summer.  The  
current heat is a foretaste of what will soon be arriving.  With its advent 
will be the re-emergence of summertime myths.  A popular one at the 
beach is the belief that seawater helps heal wounds.  The number of 
bacteria flourishing in the sea is the reason why the healing qualities of 
ocean water is a myth.  Another myth is that you can’t get sunburnt on a 
cloudy day.  Though the cloud cover shields us from the blinding sun, it 
cannot shield us from its UV rays that burn our skin. 

Myths are not confined to the summer.  There are myths about going to 
a Bible study.  Some of the more prevalent myths I have heard about 
Bible studies in general are in bold type below: 
 
 You have to know a lot about the Bible before you can attend.  

This simply isn’t true and never has been.  A desire to know more 
will position anyone, regardless of prior knowledge, in an advanta-
geous position.  All Bible whizzes started out knowing nothing about 
the Scripture at one point.   

 The only difference between me reading the Bible alone and at a 
Bible study is the amount of people involved.  Not true.  While 
all Bible studies differ based on the teacher and the attendees, all  

     Bible studies contain solid teaching about the text.  The best ones  
     involve good fellowship and discussion about what the text says,   
      means, and why it is significant. 

 Bible studies are not worth it.  This one is also inaccurate.  How 
many documents from millennia ago are still studied today?  Does 
this have anything to do with its timeless value?  You betcha! 

In a world that is increasingly turning to determining truth based on  
one’s fluctuating feelings, we need something sturdier and more relia- 
ble that has stood that test of time to inform our lives.  What are you  
waiting for?  Take a leap of faith and visit a Sunday school class (9:45) 
or our weekly Bible study on Tuesdays at 7:00 in the fellowship hall. 
 
        Pastor Keith   
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May 2019 

Worship Attendance 
Tithes & Offerings   

 
            May 5           42       $3,126 
   May 12         72       $2,807 
   May 19         44       $2,081 
   May 26         45       $1,247 

    $2,414 is needed weekly to meet our  
    2019 budget. 

“Serving Christ” Schedule for June 
MONTHLY 

USHERS 

MONTHLY 

GREETERS 

 

NURSERY 

Dean Atkinson 

Henry Raxter 

 

Margie Martin 

Johnnie Flanagan 

 

 

Melisa Armstrong 

Kim Ramsey 

Sydney Armstrong 

 

 

                                Summer Schedule for Music 

   

       June 5 - Last rehearsal for hand bells at 6:00 

       Choir rehearsal at 7:00 

       June 9 - Hand Bells will play for worship (last week for summer) 

       June 12 - NO Choir - summer schedule begins (bi-wkly) 

       June 19 - Choir at 7:00 

       June 26 - NO Choir 

    5  Graham Paige 

    5  Andrew Raxter 

    8  Becky VanAntwerp 

    8  C.J. Lowe 

    9  Brice Merritt 

  13  Matt Cochran 

  14  Tammy Bassett 

  15  Eric Lowe 

  16  Cloe McDaniel 

  21  Leanne Flowers 

  24  Liam Meek 

  24  Tom Turner 

  26  Malcum Meek 

  28  Pam Parks 

  29  Helanea Killian 

  30  Lib Grose 

 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 
10  Dob & Marcia Phillips 

24  B.A. & Carolyn Moore 

29 Dean & Tommy Sue  
      Atkinson 
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Western Carolina University - Catamount Sports 
 
CULLOWHEE, N.C. - Western Carolina softball senior  
Madison Armstrong has been named to the 2019 Google  
Cloud CoSIDA Academic All-District III First Team.  First-team  
Academic All-District honorees, like Armstrong, advance to  
the CoSIDA Academic All-America Team ballot, where first, 
second and third-team All-America honorees will be selected 
at the end of May.  It is the third consecutive year Armstrong 
has been honored and the seventh-straight year a Catamount 
softball player has been named Academic First Team All-
District III.  
 

Armstrong, a senior from Gastonia, N.C., carries a 3.99 GPA  
in Health and Physical Education. She is a two-time SoCon  
Spring All-Academic selection and three-time SoCon Honor  
Roll honoree along with a member of the Western Carolina  
Chancellor’s List. She was also on the initial list for the Senior  
Class Award as one of the top-30 softball senior student- 

      athletes in NCAA Division I. 
 

 
She is currently batting .243 with 35 hits, 16 runs scored, eight doubles and 16 RBI. Armstrong  
currently ranks tied for second in the Western Carolina record books for doubles in a career with 35  
knotted with senior teammate Hunter Gibbons. Both are chasing the Catamount record of 37 set by  
a former WCU student. (Madison will graduate in December from WCU) 

Taken from the WCU catamountsports.com 

“Forever in debt to this sport and thankful for all of the experiences It has given me!!  
Forever grateful for this university, for my jirls, for the coaches who helped me along 
the way, and most importantly for my family who was there by my side through it all!!   

  I might be hanging up my cleats but I can’t wait to give back to this game they way it      
  gave to me!”    Madison   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Madison! 

Grandparents Buddy & Brenda Johnson, parents 
Mark and Melisa Armstrong. 

http://www.catamountsports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?&ATCLID=211734336&DB_OEM_ID=12100
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     Sydney was on the Yearbook team and they received the honor of National  
      Yearbook Program of excellence! She was inducted into Tuill & Scroll 
      International Honor Society for Journalism. 
     Sydney’s summer plans are to enjoy a cruise with the family, look for a  
      summer job, and enjoy time with her friends.  In the Fall she plans to go to  
      Gaston College for two years, than transfer to UNCC or Belmont Abbey.   
      Congratulations Sydney! Enjoy your summer! 
 

 

 

   Throughout Luke’s high school years, he played 

   played baseball, basketball, tennis and football. 

 Luke’s favorite was playing quarterback for the Stuart Cramer Storms. 

 He was All Conference in football and tennis his senior year.  He won 

 the award for Most Valuable Player in Football and Most Improved 

 Player in Tennis!  Congratulations Luke! 

 Luke’s plans for the Fall are to attend Nascar Technical Institute to 

 study CNC Machining Technology.  Have a great summer Luke! 

   

    Abby will continue working at Walgreens this summer with plans to take a  
    course to become a pharmacy tech.  Her long term goal is to go to Gaston  
    College and become an ESL teacher; English as a second language.  We  
    wish you the best Abby in your short and long term goals.  Congratulations 
    Abby and enjoy your summer!

2019 
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Dear Friends, 
 
The thermometer says summer has arrived, even though the calendar does not. 

We are all excited to see the Plantation Shutters the UMW have purchased for the fellowship hall.  
The great work of the Trustees has inspired us to get on board in refurbishing our facilities.  We 
owe our best to those who came before us and to those who follow. 

At our June meetings, we will sign up to bring a salad for our fundraiser luncheon in July so  
check your recipes and be ready to share what you will bring. 

Please, please, please make plans to attend our June 10th  General Meeting when we host the  
Racial Justice event. Seven churches have been invited to share this evening. Let’s make a good 
showing of our own. 

Our hands-on project for summer is the school kits  Hopefully you have a list of the items and how 
to arrange.  We will take them to Lake Junaluska when we attend the Spiritual Growth Retreat. 

Thank you and love to all of our sisters in grace. 

        Sharon Cole 

 
 

 

  

  United Methodist Women General Meeting 

  June 10, 2019 - 6:30 pm at Covenant UMC 

  Program:  Racial Justice 

  Speaker:  Donna Strickland Smith, Master of Divinity, Duke  
  Divinity School, Bachelor of Music Education-Voice/Choral Music, 
  UNC Greensboro 

  I was ordained in 1999 at the Western NC Conference and was the  
  first female Native American Full Elder in the WNCC.  I also was one of leaders for UMW Mission  
  Study Giving Our Hearts Away as well.  I am currently doing a one year Clinical Pastoral Educa- 
  tion Residency at Moses Cone, a hospital in Greensboro, NC (chaplain training) through August.  

  I have served as pastor for Hinshaw UMC, Greensboro,NC, Grace UMC, Salisbury, NC, and as 
  Associate Pastor at Fair View UMC, Mount Mourne, NC. 

  My home church, where I received call to ministry, is Triad Native American UMC, Greensboro,  
  one of two Native American congregations in the conference.  I was their music director and  
  preached my first sermons there.  I look forward to being with you June 10th.   
 

  Circle Meetings this month:     

  June 3 at 10:00 am    June 4 at 6:30 pm (*note date change) 
  Mission Keepers     Hope Givers 
  Hostess:   Ruth Houser, Beverly Cole  Hostess:  Brenda Johnson 
  Program:  Linda Raxter    Program:  Melisa Armstrong 
  (No meetings in July)                                     Meet at Brenda’s home 

Upcoming Events: 

June 13-15 - Spiritual Growth Retreat, Lake Junaluska 
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Praise God! 

Kelly Ballard* - spots on her lungs were benign! 
Brenda Johnson - healing well from her broken bones 
 
New/Updated Prayer Concerns 

Harvey McDonald - pray for healing, Harvey hasn’t been feeling well  
Marcia Phillips - recovering from back surgery in April 
Joan Turner - MRI found cyst in her back, had two injections for the pain 
Trinity Turner - gall bladder surgery needed, will schedule after school is out 
Trey & Kathy Tuten* - expecting twins at the end of July, Kathy began labor last weekend.  
She is in the hospital, they were able to stop the labor and will be on bed rest until they are 
born.  They also have an 18 month old son. Trey is Trish & Jack Bridges’ grandson.  Pray for a 
healthy delivery of mom and babies! 
 
Continued Prayer Concerns 

Jay Raxter      Eileen Lowe  Preston Cole* Pat Leigh 
Dennis Dees     Larry Moore*      Don Gibson            
Carol Kenah*     Jerry Rankin*     Carolyn Moore 
*non-church members 

 
Covenant Shut-Ins 

Christine Carroll - home      
Charles Lunsford - Woodhaven Rest Home, Mt. Holly 
Betty Lynch - Covenant Village, Rm B116 
B.A. Moore - home 
 

Please keep the office informed of prayer requests and updates!  Names in the bulletin are the most recent   
requests and are listed up to four weeks in the bulletin and then transferred to the continued prayer concerns’  
in the newsletter (unless requested to stay).  The Continued Prayer Concerns listed in the monthly newsletter  
are those that continually need prayer due to an extended illness, injury, and/or shut-ins.  Keep the office  
updated, it’s also important to share when our prayers are answered as well!  Prayer is important and so isn’t 
communicating those prayers requests! 

    "And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men."   Luke 2:52 

 

   We had a great meeting in May with 12 present. Thanks to Tony Wilson  
   and Harold Swanson for a tasty breakfast.  
 

Every man is a member of Covenant's United Methodist Men. Although it may not be possible 
for you to attend, be assured that you are always welcome.  We will meet again on Sunday,  
July 14, at 8:00 am. Hope to see you there, you will be blessed. 

July Cook Team:   Henry Raxter    Buddy Johnson   Scott Ramsey   Ron Culver 
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Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

Led by our pianist, Rebecca Brooks 
Solos by Sharon Brendle 
Guitar:  Caitlin Ramsey and Max Russell 

Sunday, June 23 at 11:00 am! 

Thank you to the Trustees! 
The fellowship hall is lookin’ good!  The floors have been professionally cleaned, waxed, and polished! 
The new shutters are on order, after their installation it will be done!  The two restrooms by the  
fellowship hall had toilets and sinks replaced along with new floors.  We are just putting the final  
décor up and the job will be completed.  Special thanks to Don Oglesby for heading up these projects 
and getting it done!  He has resigned as trustees chair as of June 1st.  We appreciate all you have done 
Don!  You deserve a break! 
 


